recommended for reading in other parts of the world. It is too easy to find fault with many of the chapters. The immunology of immediate and delayed hypersensitiveness should be brought up to date. Migraine is described as an atopic disease, but even if a food can provoke an attack of migraine there seems to be little justification to state, as the author does, that the food is an allergen. Since the book is essentially practical in its advice, there does not seem to be space to discuss theories, doubts and new ideas. Observations made forty years ago could be brought up to date. To do this when a second edition is called for will make it a very popular book for the American clinician.
A W FRANKLAND
The Ocular Fundus in Systemic Disease by Edward M Chester MD pp x+245 illustrated £17.50 London: Lloyd-Luke 1974 There are many atlases of fundus conditions, almost all of which have been produced by ophthalmologists, and few of which include photomicrographs to augment the text.
In the present volume a physician has cooperated with a medical illustrator and a medical photographer to combine a study of fundus appearances with the associated histology. In addition, the majority of the sections end with a series of test plates to enable the student to develop a systematic study of the diagnostic features.
This book is designed for the learner, and the quality of the illustrations will enable him to build up a visual memory of a large variety of fundus changes, many of which he would have no opportunity of seeing in the course of his clinical work.
Dr Chester discusses the pathogenesis and histology of the disease processes he illustrates and has produced a volume which will be of value to physician and ophthalmologist alike, both for their own reference and as a teaching medium for undergraduate and postgraduate students. In this book 22 topics are discussed by 29 contributors from the United States. The stated aim was 'to afford those who have laboured with the problems of clinical periodontology, the opportunity of expressing their opinion in a particular phase of theory or practice .., and to allow the reader the opportunity of evaluating expressed difference in opinion and developing a self philosophy of approach to the prevention and treatment of periodontal disease'.
The subjects range from the significance of periodontics in community oral health, to the role of iliac transplants in periodontal surgery. Approach and style range widely and, regrettably, the quality of discussion and illustration is also very variable. WVhlst some contributors have clearly felt it essential to support their views with references, several chapters have no references, and others have long lists not linked to the text. This is clearly not a book for undergraduate or postgraduate students although it might be read with some interest by persons who have experience in the prevention and treatment of periodontal disease. This first volume on the chest, devoted almost entirely to cancer of the lung, is comprehensive, well set out, lucid and easy to read. The importance of early diagnosis and the indications for surgery or radiotherapy are stressed. The case for palliative radiotherapy is well made in the management of those patients, unsuitable or too late for surgery, where too gloomy a view has been taken for so long.
This little volume could be read with profit by all concerned. JOHN The theme of this book is that much of the outpatient care of diabetics can be delegated to personnel other than physicians. Nurse clinician or physician assistants were trained to carry out routine supervision and education programmes. Such functions are less complicated than those undertaken by nursing staff in coronary care units. The assistance provided in straightforward tasks enables the physician to concentrate on more complicated problems. Another argument in favour of non-medically qualified assistants is
